REPORT ON CHOCHMAT HALEV ANNUAL MEETING

JANUARY 21, 2012

The Annual Meeting of Chochmat HaLev took place on January 21, 2012 at 10:30 am.  There were 33 people in attendance, which was well over the 5% quorum needed to elect new board members.  After a meditation and introduction of board candidates, the Board-recommended slate was elected by a unanimous vote of those present.  

The following individuals comprise the 2012 Chochmat HaLev Board of Directors

Lauren Berkman 


Janet Falk 


Lainey Feingold


Jeff Fry


Neil Goldberg


Adam Gutride 


Dolores Leavitt


Kevin Morgan


Jill Nagle


Larry Peck


Daniella Salzman


Alix Wall

Congratulations and THANK YOU to our Board volunteers!

Community Reports

Our By-Laws require reports from the Rabbi, Executive Director, Board Treasurer, and Board President. Highlights from each report are here:

Rabbi Report:  Rabbi SaraLeya submitted a written report, as she was attending a rabbinical meditation and yoga retreat in Southern California.  The Rabbi’s report highlighted  the establishment this past year of the Chochmat HaLev Pastoral Care Team, to help with the needs of our community during birth, illness, and death.  Along with the Chevra Kaddisha, we now have a fuller complement of Malakhim (Angels) to assist in the care of our community.  The current Pastoral Care Team is Jeffrey Kessler, Laura Goldman, Elizheva Hurwich, Ray MacLachlan, Nicky Silver, Lisa Schacter-Brooks, and Brian Schacter-Brooks.

Interim Director Report:  Jen Roitman spoke about the changes in the office over the last year and that she and Kate Allen are managing all of the administrative duties themselves.  She has made progress getting up-to-speed on all of the tasks that Larisa carried, but the office welcomes additional help from volunteers.

Board Treasurer Report:  Kevin Morgan presented a financial report showing that Chochmat needs to raise $79,000 in donations by June.  He reported that if our cash flow stays as is, we will be out of money by the end of March.  Raising $79,000. In four months will be a significant stretch for our community and everyone needs to find a way to contribute.  Kevin noted that if every adult who is a member increased their dues by $50 per month or got one new person to join our budget shortfall would be gone.

Board President Report:  Lainey Feingold gave a heartfelt report on the spiritual strength of our community.  We have been a spiritual success, from celebrating High Holydays with deeply-moving services to having full enrollment in Torat HaLev, our school.  New ideas in the works as a way to become more sustainable include establishing a Jewish Meditation Center and a Music Academy based on Chochmat’s wonderfully-inspiring music.

Members then discussed the reports.  Several people expressed the need to address our financial concerns from a spiritual perspective.   Comments were made about the need to get away from the scarcity mentality and have conversations about financial sustainability - a material problem - as a spiritual practice and obligation. 

Honoring Out-going Board members:  Lainey then honored the two outgoing members of the Board who were present, Susan Berger and Andrew Utiger.  Keith Weinstein, who could not be present, is also leaving the board.  All have provided incredible service to Chochmat during their time on the Board and their calm perspectives and deep wisdom will be greatly missed.

Activity Since December Community Meeting:  As a result of the Community Meeting in December, four new committees have been established and are seeking volunteers:  Membership, Communications, Fundraising, and Music Academy.  

The Membership Committee has already met once and presented many exciting ideas.  There will be a new member Havdalah at the Rabbi’s house on Jan. 28th, and the Membership Committee is also organizing gatherings in peoples’ homes for members by location.  This will be a new opportunity for members to get to know each other, and to bring new people into our community,

The fundraising committee is having its kick-off with an extra Sunday Board meeting with one of our members who is a professional fundraiser and is donating her expertise.  

Torah Study:  We then broke into small groups for some Torah study on words from Exodus regarding Wisdom of Heart that Rabbi SaraLeya prepared for us.  The meeting concluded with chanting of Gam Zeh L’Tovah (this too is good), as an expression of gratitude for all that Chochmat is to its community.


